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Dear Brothers, 

 

A blessed October to you!  In this typically beautiful Thanksgiving 

month, we have much to be thankful for, noting especially the 

Beatification of Father Michael J. McGivney on the last day of the 

month.  This will take place in Hartford, Connecticut, and is an 

occasion of great joy for all of us in the Order.  Please continue to pray 

through his intercession, and to pray that the day will swiftly come 

when he is canonized a Saint.  

 

Every blessing to you and your families at this Thanksgiving time!  We know that, even in the midst of 

many problems and struggles (of which this year has provided more than its share), we have so very much 

to be grateful for, and we ask the Lord to enrich and strengthen us with his grace as we serve him.  As I 

noted last month, I am becoming more and more convinced all the time that developing and maintaining 

a spirit of gratitude will be our salvation.  The heart that is rejoicing and grateful moves through all kinds 

of adversities, and never abandons the work of co-operating with grace.  May God keep us ever thankful, 

in exactly this way!  And this is not something only for Thanksgiving Day, but for every single day. 

  

Once again this October, I want to draw your attention to the joy with which we celebrate our Parish and 

Council Feastday right at Thanksgiving time.  October 7th honours Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary.  In 

the past, I have quoted to you from a Letter on the Rosary, written by Pope Saint John Paul II in 2002.  At 

the beginning of his Letter, he states, “To recite the Rosary is nothing other than to contemplate with Mary 

the face of Christ.”  The Pope then goes on to speak of Mary’s life and experiences as being like a kind of 

“school”, through which she teaches us about her Son.  And, further, “this school of Mary is all the more 

effective if we consider that she teaches by obtaining for us in abundance the gifts of the Holy Spirit, even 

as she offers us the incomparable example of her own ‘pilgrimage of faith’.  As we contemplate each 

mystery of her Son's life, she invites us to do as she did at the Annunciation:  to ask humbly the questions 

which open us to the light, in order to end with the obedience of faith:  ‘Behold I am the handmaid of the 

Lord; be it done to me according to your word’ (Lk 1:38).” 

  

And, of course, let us never forget that the Rosary is a special way of having Mary lead us in prayer to 

Jesus.  If anyone can get us and our prayers to him, it is her!  “In support of the prayer which Christ and 

the Spirit cause to rise in our hearts, Mary intervenes with her maternal intercession.  ‘The prayer of the 
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Church is sustained by the prayer of Mary’.  If Jesus, the one Mediator, is the Way of our prayer, then 

Mary, his purest and most transparent reflection, shows us the Way. ‘Beginning with Mary's unique 

cooperation with the working of the Holy Spirit, the Churches developed their prayer to the Holy Mother 

of God, centering it on the person of Christ manifested in his mysteries’.”  Dear Brothers, our decade of 

the Rosary at the beginning of each General Meeting is an important symbol of our commitment to always 

call on our Mother for the help we need.  Under the banner of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, both as 

parishioners and as Knights, we cannot fail! 

 

As I told you last month, my “series” this year is going to be focusing on the Church’s Sacraments.  This 

is so critical for us as Catholic believers, since the sacramental life is our privileged way of encountering 

the living Christ.  When Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches; those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit” (John 15:5), he was surely referring to everything we must do to remain close to 

him and draw life from him; and the sacraments are a most essential dimension of this effort.  The word 

“sacrament” has its origin in the words which mean “sign”.  Many of us will no doubt recall that the 

traditional catechism definition of a sacrament was that it was “an outward sign, instituted by Christ to 

give grace”.  The only danger in that definition would be if it left the impression that the sacraments were 

just “things” we use, or get.  In fact, “sacrament” denotes a pulsating, living reality, the very action of the 

living Christ.  Yes, a sacrament is a sign, but not like a traffic sign, merely indicating something else.  

Rather, Christian sacraments actually produce the reality which they point to, because the Lord is actively 

at work. 

 

It might be helpful if we saw Jesus Christ himself as a sacrament, the “first” or “primordial” sacrament.  

He comes to us as the living sign of God the Father.  In everything he ever said and did, and especially in 

the profound mystery of his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, he draws us to the Father.  The infinite 

graces of his Paschal Mystery are poured out on the Church he created, so that it, too, can be considered 

a sacrament.  The Church is, after all, the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit, dwelling in the heart of the 

Church, makes us a living sign of Christ Jesus, as well we ought to be.  With all of that as foundation, we 

can now begin to speak of “the” sacraments as ways of participating in that very life of grace.  So the 

sacraments are as living as the Church itself is, as Christ himself is. 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (# 1116) states this exquisitely beautifully:  “Sacraments are 

‘powers that come forth’ from the Body of Christ, which is ever-living and life-giving.  They are actions 

of the Holy Spirit at work in his Body, the Church.  They are ‘the masterworks of God’ in the new and 

everlasting covenant.”  And, as we shall see, the celebrations of sacraments both presume faith, express 

faith, and nourish and strengthen faith.  They are a supreme way for us to work with Christ, giving us what 

we need on earth to do his work and to journey confidently towards the Kingdom. 

 

In months ahead, we will look at each of the seven sacraments, mainly from the perspective of this very 

faith which is expressed and strengthened by their fervent and joyful celebration.  It is a lifeline which we 

Catholics, we Knights of Columbus, need to keep wide open, if we are to have any hope of doing the good 

works which our Christian mission demands of us. 

 

Keep joyful, thankful, and at peace, dear Brothers! 

 

Father Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Dear Brothers, 

 

I hope this message finds you healthy and happy.  

Many of us have struggled over the past months, be 

it physically, emotionally, financially, mentally or a 

combination of several.  In many cases it has kept 

us from doing what we love, apart from who we 

love, and from whom we love to be.  This lack of 

stability can rock us to the core and chip away at 

foundational pieces.  It leaves us in a vulnerable 

place, leaving us open to vices we may not have 

considered when we are healthy and full. 

 

So how do we solidify our foundation?  Was it 

rocky to begin with?  Or have we strayed from parts 

of our life that held us up?  As Christian men, we 

know that Christ is our foundation, our rock, our 

one constant.  He has never waivered during these 

times.  Christ’s love is reaching out to us but we 

must reach back.  Do you or someone in your family 

need help rebuilding this relationship?  We are here 

to help.  It can be as simple as an email, text or 

phone call to another Brother in our Council.  Start 

the conversations so that it may lead you back to a 

better place.  It is sometimes daunting to make that 

first step, to admit we need help or ask for help.  Do 

not let pride get in the way.  We made a 

commitment to each other, the Church, to our 

community and to Christ, to love one another in this 

fraternal order.  

 

I would ask us to commit to a month of reflection 

and prayer.  Learn to love yourself so that you are 

better for yourself and others.  Ask Christ to lead 

you, let go of the reigns and let Him guide you back.  

Sometimes easier said than done but with Him all 

things are possible.  

 

We are here for you. 

 

With love and in Christ, 

 

Mark 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 

 

Bro. Ken and Priscilla Browne 

October 10 – 36 years 

 

Bro. Vincent and Arlene Iantomasi 

October 10 – 39 years 

 

Bro. Danny and Carol Morosin 

October 28 – 53 years 

 

Bro. Stu and Eileen Woods 

October 30 – 66 years 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Andrew Kemnitz – October 18 

 

Blaise Mac Isaac – October 20 

 

Sheldon McCormack – October 25 

 

Aurel Chiasson – October 27 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Richard Cupido 

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Brother Henry Rudachyk 

Brother Kees Van Asselt 

 

Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael 

Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael 

Nelligan 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my body 

and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed health, 

I may bless and serve you, now and forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 31, our dear founder will be 

proclaimed “Blessed” in Saint Joseph's 

Cathedral Hartford C.T., Father 

McGivney's Diocese.  We only have one 

more step for his advancement to 

“SAINTHOOD”. 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Oct.  3 –  The Gathering 

  One Heart, One Movement, One Hour 

  9:30 am to 10:30 am 

Oct.  6 –  Council Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 Virtual on Zoom and in person 

 Holy Rosary Parish Centre 

 

Oct.  7 –  8:00 am Mass 

  The Feast of Our Patroness 

  Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 

  Make a special effort to attend 

 

Oct. 12 –   Thanksgiving Monday 

Oct. 13 –   Special Olympics Bottle Drive 

  4 to 6 pm 

 

Oct. 16 -   Halton Alive Gala in-a-box 

Live virtual event, silent auction 

Raffle, Prizes, entertainment and more 

6 to 10 pm 

https://www.haltonalive.ca/gala 

for complete details 

 

Nov.  3 –  Council Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Nov.  4 –  10th Annual HCCEF Evening 

with Bishop Crosby 

Virtual Edition 

not your typical video meeting 

an entertaining experience 

connect with your friends 

hear Bishop Crosby's stories 

sense of humour and wisdom. 

https://www.hccef.org/?post_type=events&p=3506 

for complete details 

 

Nov. 11 –  Remembrance Day 

 

Dec.  4 –  Annual Turkey Roll 
Virtual Edition 

Details being finalized 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
https://www.haltonalive.ca/gala
https://www.hccef.org/?post_type=events&p=3506
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Our Special “Best Council” Podium Picked Up on September 3 
 

Brothers PGK Joe Milton, DD Vic Lefebvre and FS Ken Fleming visited the Ontario State offices in 

Hamilton to pick up the coveted Knights of Columbus podium given to the council chosen as the best 

council in the State for the fraternal year 2019-2020.  This is the second time our council has won this 

award which has been presented to councils since the early 70’s.  The podium itself is beginning to show 

its age and so we had to give it to “Mr. Fix-it” Sam Cervoni to make some repairs before we can put it on 

display.  Check out the Ontario State website to see the write-up and pictures. 

 
https://ontariokofc.ca/2020/09/21/our-lady-of-the-most-holy-rosary-council-15920-as-the-best-council-award/ 
 

Once again congratulations to our Past Grand Knight Joe Milton for his guidance and to the entire council 

for a job well done. 

  

Council News 

https://ontariokofc.ca/2020/09/21/our-lady-of-the-most-holy-rosary-council-15920-as-the-best-council-award/
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Our Fourth Special Olympics Bottle Drive of 2020 was Held on September 8 
 

Our latest bottle drive of 2020 took place on Tuesday, September 8th and this one continued the positive 

wave of very successful events during the negative wave of the unwelcomed Covid 19 pandemic.  This 

one would not have worked out so well if it weren’t for the huge amount of help, we received from Darlene 

Halchuk and many other members of the Special Olympics.  Although we had several of our faithful 

Knights out including Brothers Sam Cervoni, Aurel Chiasson, Willie Joki, Bob Judge, Vic Lefebvre, 

David Lord, Aeneas Mac Isaac, and Danny Morosin (I hope I didn’t miss anyone), we were a little short 

of Knights manpower. 

 

We have one more collection day on Tuesday, October 13 and we hope to see more Knights out to help 

with the returns.  The beer store is starting to get upset at us for bringing back such large quantities.  A 

hopeful solution would be to work out an arrangement to return the bottles to the distribution center in 

Stoney Creek which we are currently investigating.  The first time we approached them the beer store 

indicated even at the distribution center they would only take individual car loads.  The only other solution 

is to deliver to as many beer stores as possible including those outside of Burlington.  Let’s hope that by 

next May the Covid restrictions have eased and we can return to normal.  Thank you to everyone that may 

have experienced the push back at the beer stores and thank you for being persistent in support of this 

worthy cause. 

Special Olympics fund-raising status 2020 

Collections to date 

Collected over the winter (mostly by PGK Joe)  $    271.35 

Donations rec’d at BFT in February 235.75 

May collection 1,052.10 

July collection  808.90 

August collection 1,081.65 

September collection 962.85 

October collection TBD 

Total collected to date $ 4,412.60 

Donated to Special Olympics YTD 

Flag Relay $    250.00 

Proceeds from BFT collections rounded up $    250.00 

Early Donation requested by Special Olympics $    258.19 

Miscellaneous Expenses $      56.78 

Total disbursements $    814.97 

 

Balance to date- to be donated later $ 3,597.63 
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Chris Gibbons our Parish Secretary Retired During September 
 

Chris Gibbons had been the parish secretary for 28 years prior to her retirement this month.  Chris was 

very supportive of the Knights over the 7 years we have existed in the parish.  Her contributions to our 

council included help with bulletin announcements, production and distribution of flyers, brochures and 

other promotional materials.  She would also remind us if there was an event coming up that we should 

have taken action on and she made sure we didn’t have any reservation complications involving the use 

of the Parish Centre. 

In appreciation for all she 

has done for the parish and 

for our council we gave 

Chris a retirement gift 

consisting of flowers and 

a gift card for her favorite 

restaurant. 
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Another Very Successful Year of Knights of Columbus Lottery Ticket Sales 

 

For the umpteenth (is that a word?) year in a row our Brother Sam Cervoni has run a successful ticket 

sales event despite the poor selling conditions brought on by this year’s pandemic.  Our council ordered 

80 books of ten tickets for this year’s programme which was 20 more than last year.  That amounted to 

800 tickets available… we managed to sell 680 tickets or 85%.  There were only 2 books actually lost but 

they were paid for anyway.  As of early September, we had 450 tickets (56%) unsold and Sam was getting 

worried.  

 

Thanks to the efforts of Sam, Vic Lefebvre and several other Knights and of course support from Father 

Martin we held two weekend sales campaigns preceding and following all Masses on the weekends of 

September 19 & 26 and we managed to sell an additional 32 books of tickets.  

 

Thank you to all the brothers that stepped up to help including ticket sellers Blair Breckenridge, Aurel 

Chiasson, Aaron D Cunha, Aldrin D Cunha, Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, David Lord, Aeneas Mac Isaac, 

Tom O’Brien, Mike Perron and all of the brothers that made a push to move tickets.  We also should be 

very thankful for the generous parishioners and others that purchased those tickets and others earlier in 

the year.  Now let’s hope someone wins a good prize this year.  The winners will be announced at the 

October 30 drawing.  
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HCCEF Golf Tournament Took Place on Wednesday September 30 
 

Brother Marc Clare who is the Director of the Halton Catholic Children’s Education Foundation did a 

masterful job of running another very successful golf tournament under very difficult conditions driven 

by the pandemic.  Participants were able to golf with a cart (safely set-up with a partition separating the 

two riders) and enjoy golfing in a scramble format.  Participants then left the golf course to enjoy the rest 

of the event in a virtual ZOOM format. 

 

Our council sponsored one of the 18 holes and we organized two – foursomes consisting of Brothers from 

our council including Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic Lefebvre and Mike Perron.  They were 

joined by Brothers from other councils including Tom Fleming (Peterborough council), Denis Herod and 

Leslie Vieira (from St. Gabriel’s council).  Brothers Sam Cervoni and Vince Iantomasi from our council 

were also there to help out and to support the event. 

 

Although the golf produced by our guys was not good enough to result in the best scores, everyone had a 

good time.  Following the golf, the guys returned to the parish centre where they were joined by other 

members of our council including Father Martin, Sam Cervoni, David Lord, Aeneas Mac Isaac and 

Deacon Stephane Zara to enjoy a delicious steak BBQ and later on, a beer tasting event set-up on-line by 

Brother Marc Clare.  Thank you to Brother Vic Lefebvre for organizing the BBQ and bringing the amazing 

steaks purchased from J&G Quality Meats.  The eight golfers were also recipients of Special Olympics 

golf shirts donated by the Burlington Special Olympics.  This was done by Special Olympics to recognize 

the great support they receive from members of the Knights of Columbus.  The shirts are a very bright 

green colour with Special Olympics embroidered on them.  They also donated several tee shirts in the 

same green and embroidering which we will wear during our bottle drives. 
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The Seven Golfers plus One 
 

Ken Fleming Jim Hession Mike Perron Leslie Vieira Vic Lefebvre Willie Joki Denis Herod 

 

Unfortunately, the Eight Golfer, Tom Fleming (Ken’s brother) had a mishap and ended up at the hospital 

with minor injuries suffered when he fell retrieving his cap and missed out on the delicious BBQ. 

 

We wish him well and thank him for joining us on this great Fraternal day. 



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 October 2020 

 

 
~ 11 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

 

Turn the Gala into a social event.  We 

trust you’ll take the appropriate Covid-

19 precautions when gathering with 

others.  Invite friends and family over to 

experience the Gala together.  Each 

attendee can still participate as an 

individual through their own device. 

 

Your Gala-in-a-box is assembled with 

care & filled with fun items to create an 

at-home Gala experience. Join us for the 

live, virtual event featuring your 

favourite silent auction, candy raffle, 

prizes, entertainment & more.  Click on 

this link to Learn More. 

 

 

For more information and 

registration details, visit 

their website at: 

https://www.hccef.org/?pos

t_type=events&p=3506 

 

https://www.haltonalive.ca/gala
https://www.hccef.org/?post_type=events&p=3506
https://www.hccef.org/?post_type=events&p=3506
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni helped 

with the installation of the new digital sign during 

August. Brother Ken Fleming helped with the 

restoration of the altar floor and Brothers Jim 

Hession. David Lord and Sheldon McCormack 

painted the rectory office in preparation for the start 

of the new office manager.  During September our 

guys oversaw the installation of new flooring in the 

parish office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
Bottle drive collections are running well ahead of 

any previous year with over $4,400 collected 

already.  The final bottle drive collection for this 

year is being held on Tuesday, October 13.  This 

will be our most successful year yet, great job 

everyone. 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
We are still collecting bread from Cobs but we are 

unable to deliver them to the Good Shepherd food 

bank due to Covid – 19 regulations.  Brother Aeneas 

is now delivering the bread to other places including 

worthy causes in Oakville. 

Knights in Action September 2020 
 


